
English 10A 
American Literature 
Vocabulary 1 - “Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it.” 

- George Bernard Shaw 
Please define the following words: 

1. anecdote - a short and amusing or interesting story 
about a real incident or person 

2. animosity - strong hostility 
3. anomaly - something that deviates from what is 

standard, normal, or expected 
4. antecedent - a thing or event that existed before or 

logically precedes another 
5. antipathy - a deep-seated feeling of dislike; aversion 
6. antithesis - a person or thing that is the direct opposite 

of someone or something else 
7. apartheid - (in South Africa) a policy or system of 

segregation or discrimination on grounds of race. 
8. apathy - lack of interest, enthusiasm, or concern 
9. aphorism - a pithy observation that contains a general 

truth, such as, “if it ain't broke, don't fix it.” 
10.  apocalypse - the complete final destruction of the 

world, esp. as described in the biblical book of 
Revelation. 

11.  apocryphal - (of a story or statement) of doubtful 
authenticity, although widely circulated as being 
true 

12. apotheosis - the highest point in the development of 
something; culmination or climax 

13.  appease - To soothe; to pacify by giving in to 
14.  apprehensive - Worried; anxious 
15.  approbation - approval or praise 
16.  appropriate - To take without permission; to set aside 

for a particular use 
17.  arbiter - a person who settles a dispute or has ultimate 

authority in a matter 
18.  arbitrary - based on random choice or personal whim, 

rather than any reason or system 
19.  arcane - understood by few; mysterious or secret 
20.  archaic - very old or old-fashioned 


